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Welcome to our first ever Parents Reading Newsletter! 

 

As a school, we love reading and we wanted to create a newsletter to share our 
love of reading with our Parent community. This newsletter will feature book 
recommendations, information about the books being used in each year group 
and information about ways that you can support your child with reading at 

home. This issue will also feature important dates for your diary, useful online 
resources and our very own ‘Teacher Book Recommendation’ from Mrs Binns. 

 
We hope that you find this information useful in supporting your child’s reading 

learning. As this is a new initiative, we would welcome any feedback or ideas of 
how we could improve this feature along with any of your personal favourite 

children’s books which could feature in the Autumn 2 edition. 

 
Thank you for your continued support. 

 
Mrs Oldham 
 

 
Autumn Recommendations! 
As the days get shorter and the nights get longer, why not get cosy with one of 
these recommended books?  

 
EYFS/KS1: 

 
Look Up by Nathan Bryon 
 
This book follows Rocket, a space-mad girl and her big brother 
Jamal.  Rocket’s mission is to convince Jamall to stop looking 
down at his phone and start LOOKING UP at the stars. It is a 
wonderful, exciting and beautifully illustrated book which is 
perfect for the whole family.  
 
 

 
 

 
 

       LKS2 (Ages 7+): 
 
The Boy at the Back of the Class by Onjali. Q. Rauf 
 
I read this book in a day during the Summer holidays and I 
couldn’t recommend it enough! The Boy at the Back of the Class 
is a child's 

perspective on the refugee crisis, highlighting the importance of 
friendship and kindness in a world that doesn't always make 
sense. It is a beautifully-written, heart-warming and brilliant 
read.  
 
 

 



UKS2 (9+) 
 
A Street Dog Named Pup by Gill Lewis 
 
I read this book during my 5-hour drive to Cornwall during the 
Summer Holidays and it is fantastic. It tells the story of a 

young puppy called Pup who becomes a street dog. It is 
beautifully written, exciting to read and completely heart-
breaking all at the same time. It was so good that I bought a 
copy for my Mum and my Grandma!  
 
 

 
What books are our teachers reading? 

 
Mrs Binns 
 

“I have so many favourite books to share but I love to read 
‘Quentin Blake’ with both my girls at home.  It is very hard to 
choose which one is my favourite but I love to read ‘Mister 
magnolia.’ Mr Magnolia has only one boot. He has an old 
trumpet that goes rooty-toot - and two lovely 
sisters who play on the flute... 
I also love ‘Angelica Spocket’ She lives next 
door. Her overcoat has pockets galore! And you'll 

never guess what's in them...Prepare to be surprised, thrilled 
and tickled pink. Never-ending pockets, and the marvellous 
things she keeps in them! I also love the illustrations which 

captivates your imagination and brings the books alive. 
 

 
Dates for your diary: 

 
Parents Reading Workshop 
Please book via the sQuid link. 

The workshops will take place on the following dates 
• Tuesday 28th September - Introduction to Reading and Phonics 
• Tuesday 2nd November - Phonics  
• Tuesday 23rd November - Reading fluency and comprehension 
• Wednesday 8th December - Book Fair  
• Tuesday 11th January 2022 - Reading for pleasure 

Just a reminder that home books are sent home on a Monday and are to be 
returned on a Thursday each week.  
 
What we’re reading in class: 
 

Each class from Reception to Year 6 has daily reading time. During this 
reading time, teachers will read texts that link to the class’s theme or which 
are recommended for that particular year group. Some of these texts will be 
used as a stimulus within writing lessons also. We have included below the 
texts that the children will be reading in class this half term in each year 
group. We do have multiple copies of most of these texts which are shared 
between classes for lessons. If you would like to purchase your own copy of 
these texts for your child to use in these lessons and as a support at home 
then you may do so. 



Year 
Group 

Theme Texts that are used in class 

EYFS  

 

Year 
One 

Houses 
and 
Homes 

 

Year 
Two 

 

 

Year 
Three 

Ancient 
Egypt 

 

Year 
Four 

Stoneage 

 

Year 
Five 

 

 

Year Six  

 

 
 
 

 



How can you support your child with reading at home?  
 
Each newsletter will feature one top tip for supporting your child with reading at 
home.  

 
This edition’s top tip is to: Access the local library! 

 
At Ecclesfield Primary, we are so fortunate to have 
the local library so close to school. Libraries are an 
open door for every child to uncounted opportunities - 
to have fun, to learn, to discover and to share. This 
half term, why not pop into Ecclesfield Library and 
see if they have one of the books recommended in 
this newsletter? We’d love to hear how you get on!  
 
 
Useful Online resources: 

 
Bug Club is an online reading programme where children are 
allocated age-appropriate books for them to read and complete 
short comprehension activities from. Each child should know 
their Bug Club login however if you need a reminder, please 
ask your child’s class teacher. Bug Club is a great resource to 
support children with their reading at home.  
 
 
 
Thank you for taking the time to read our Parent Reading Newsletter. We would 

welcome any feedback or suggestions for next half term’s newsletter. Please feel free 
to send any suggestions or feedback to enquires@ecclesfield-pri.sheffield.sch.uk.  
 
 

Many thanks, 
Mrs Oldham and Miss Naylor 

The English Team 

mailto:enquires@ecclesfield-pri.sheffield.sch.uk

